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YOU PROMISED WHAT?!
Kentuckiana  Marriage Tune-Up II Conference

Friday, March 2nd & Saturday, March 3rd

Give The Gift of a Marriage TuneUP to Your Spouse!

see details on page 2

Christian  News  from  Ballardsville  Baptist  Church                                 February 2012
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Honduras or Bust

Well, it is finally time for me to go to Honduras.  I admit, I am a little intimidated with the thought of being gone for so long. Not only that, I am intimidated about going to work alongside Arnold, Ted, John,  David, Shirley and the rest of the crew. What if I do not measure up?  What if my gloves wear out?  What if my boots hurt my feet? What if I have dental problems? What if Arnold has me dig a deep hole just to fill it back in and then dig it again a few feet away like he did Tommy?  What if something called the widow maker gets me? It seems like I have more questions than answers.  
Have you ever entered a situation where you have had more questions than answers? I suppose there are times when we just have to trust God to work it out. But is it always that easy?  Maybe you are in a situation that is out of your comfort zone. Maybe you are walking in an unfamiliar path. Maybe you are facing a challenge that tempts you to worry, be critical, or retreat.  
Don’t tell me that you have never been there.  Don’t tell me that you have never asked God for more proof.  I suspect like Gideon we have all asked God for a little more assurance. Don’t misunderstand, I will do whatever God asks but I need to be convinced that it is God asking. It is during times like these that I find help in the strangest of places.     
When I am in an uncomfortable place, God most always gives me a sign of his presence, a sign that I can trust him, a sign that says, “You’re not alone.” It is kind of funny because most of us miss the sign. It is actually more ironic than funny. I mean, we ask for a sign, we look for burning bush’s, we look for pillars of fire and smoke, we beg and pled for a sign of comfort and for the life of us we end up more puzzled than we started.  We do this while the sign is right in front of us. 
So, what is the sign, you ask? The sign and assurance that you seek is found in God’s people around you. No, I am not saying that you should ask them for the assurance…that is not it at all.  I am saying look at their life. Look at their faith. Look at how God has provided for them.  Look at how God has moved them down the path that you are now on.  
The Bible says in Hebrews 12:1, “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us” (NIV). 
Who are those witnesses?  Well, certainly as Hebrews indicates they are the Saints of old whose lives are recorded on the pages of Scripture.  But for us it must also include those whose stories are recorded in the annals of history like the Early Church Fathers who gave their lives for the faith and settled many of the weightier matters of theology; the Reformers who broke the empty religious traditions to follow God’s Word; and the Puritans whose devotion to holiness and preaching birthed the Great Awakening. Sure, all those people are great witnesses but what about that person across the room? What about the one who is asking you to go to Honduras with him?  What about the one asking you to be an outreach leader or care group leader for your Sunday school class?  What about them?  Maybe that person calling you to step out on faith is your Burning Bush. Maybe Arnold, Ted, John, David, Shirley and the others are God’s sign to me to be faithful, to fear not, to stay the course, to try new things, and to trust God. Yes, they are God’s instrument to bring me to Honduras and…if He wills…to bring me home.  
So, the next time you are looking for a sign from God, check and see if He has already given you one, I suspect He has. And, I suspect the sign is the lives of those around you. In fact, Jesus commands Christians to be a sign for the world (Matthew 5:16). 
                                                                 Bro. Tony

Photo Church Directories: Pickup your copy in the church office or see Bea Mackey on Sunday in the Willing Worker Sunday School classroom! Please, only one copy per family!

YOU PROMISED WHAT?!

Kentuckiana  Marriage Tune Up II Conference
Friday, March 2nd & Saturday, March 3rd
Hosted by/at Crestwood Baptist Church


Few of us knew what we were promising when we made our vows at the altar. (Some of us still aren’t sure!)  Jeff and Debby McElroy share the tools that help a marriage right out of the altar. 

Brief Conference Schedule:
Friday, March 2 (Begins at 6pm)
Session 1: Embracing Reality

Session 2: Intimacy

Saturday, March 3 (begins at 8am)
Session 3: Conflict Management

Session 4: Financial Unity

Session 5: Secrets of a Lasting Marriage

Jeff and Debby have designed this conference to help you and the couples of your community get "tuned up." They are the founders of Forever Families, Inc., and have designed the conference to be unlike any other you've attended on marriage. As the most sought-after couple in the area of marriage enrichment in the country, they have used their experience on the national speaking circuit to design a conference with humor, insight, straight talk, and experience. Whatever tweaking needs to be done, all marriages need it. 

Register online at: 

http://tickets.foreverfamilies.com/kentuckiana_marriage_tune_up_II or contact the church office at #502-222-9165.
With every paying couple, they may bring a “non-churched” couple as their guest. The guest will need to register at the same link.  Registration ends February 26th, $35 per person, $70 per couple; late registration ends March 2nd, $37.50 per person, or $75 per couple. If childcare is needed, reservations are required by February 15th by calling Katrina at #502-241-8534, ext. 220.
Hope Health Clinic News
Hope Health Clinic has come a long way since the opening September 27, 2011. Bob Hamilton, Administrator, the medical staff and volunteers have worked hard to make it successful. There have been so many good comments from patients including how appreciative they are for the health care.  One commented to a nurse, "compared to other health facilities Hope Health Clinic was more professional and loving". The nurse said it was the Lord that made the difference. Being a Christian based health care facility, volunteers have the freedom to share their Christian faith with the patients. The ultimate goal is to treat the whole person--physical, mental, spiritual and social. 

On January 9th, Hope Health Clinic hired a full time Nurse Practitioner, Anne Jones. This enables us to be open 5 days a week and impact more lives. We need more medical and clinical daytime volunteers. If you would like to volunteer, call Sherry Jones 502-541-2352.

Thank you for the continuing prayers, donations, and service.
                                               In Christ,

                                               Sherry Jones

Strategic Planning Team Report
The “Vision Now” planning team hit the ground running three weeks ago. We have had two meetings thus far and have developed an outline to work from and lead to a comprehensive plan to be reported to the church. 

We plan to conduct interviews with ministry staff and others in church leadership positions that encompass all areas of our church’s ongoing work, from missions and outreach, to our facilities and maintenance. We will try to cover all areas so as to make the plan all encompassing.  

Additionally, we plan to conduct a community wide survey. We will seek input from the community at large to develop community awareness of our church’s desire to minister, to determine new areas of ministry, and to enhance the community’s awareness of our church’s presence here at Ballardsville.
In the next few weeks we will be conducting a survey of the church congregation as a whole. We will be using the “Healthy Church Survey” developed by the Kentucky Baptist Convention. This survey is a well written and thought out tool that will give us valuable information regarding our church’s health. It is designed to show us strengths that can be enhanced and weaknesses to improve. As a team we will be making periodic reports to the business meetings, other gatherings, and as appropriate, to the church as a whole.  Also, we will soon be introducing the team members to the church so that you will know who is working on the plan. 

We encourage you to seek out members of the team to have questions answered, and/ or to offer your input.

As a team, we want to thank you for giving us the opportunity to serve. We look forward to exciting days ahead.
            The Vision Now Strategic Planning Team

BBC Finance Task Force Report

Background. Last summer, the church approved its budget for 2011-12, under which we are now operating; however, this budget estimated that gift receipts would total almost $59,000 less than budgeted expenses.  Furthermore, 2011-12 is the third consecutive year that BBC has operated with an unbalanced budget.

Although the current budget does not yet represent a crisis situation, in December 2011 the church appointed a 5-member Finance Task Force (Scott Carper, Arnold Collins, Debbie Fralick, Wayne Milligan, and Ruth Salazar) to explore alternatives and recommend actions that would enable the church to return to a balanced budget in 2012-13.  Recommendations from the Task Force will initially be made to the 9-member Strategic Planning Team (also appointed by the church in December) before any recommendations are presented to the church.

Update.  The Task Force began its work in January, meeting three times.  Much of the discussion in each meeting focused on the church’s potential for increased giving and the importance for every Christian to practice biblical stewardship.  While the expense side of the budget will be reviewed for possible budget savings, the Task Force generally believes that painful reductions in staff or other funding for key ministries would not be the best way to address the current budget shortfall, and especially since budgeted expenses have been closely reviewed and, in many cases, trimmed during the last three annual budget cycles.   

The Task Force carefully analyzed BBC’s 2011 giving (no individual names or giving amounts were revealed) and, based our area’s Median Household Income, we determined that less than half of our families are tithing a tenth of their income. We believe that if each family were to practice the biblical stewardship principle of tithing a tenth of their income, not only could we maintain our current level of ministry, we could expand it to reach many more people for Christ.

Written Report.  The Task Force expects to submit its written report to the Strategic Planning Team in late March or April 2012 so that the church can begin operating on a balanced-budget basis as of August 1, 2012, the first day of the 2012-13 budget year.  

Prayer Request.  The Task Force would like to ask each Christian attending BBC, whether currently a member or not, to:

· Study more closely what the Bible has to say about financial stewardship

· Prayerfully evaluate your current giving in light of this biblical instruction

All that each of us have of value comes through the grace of God. And we know that we have been richly blessed in many ways, including financially. If each of us take our Christian stewardship and other privileges and responsibilities seriously, we will witness God do even greater things through BBC toward fulfilling the Great Commission, in addition to receiving the promised personal blessings for having done so.  

                                The Finance Task Force Team
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I continue to place this in the newsletter, butit looks like clear weather this winter.  In case of inclement weather…tune in to WHAS First Alert Storm Team for any church closings. Our BBC Church will follow the Oldham County School Board closings, Monday thru Friday Work Week.
connect

(worship, prayer and fellowship in everyday life)
February Meetings/Training
07 – 10:00am 
WOM Meeting
07 --  07:00pm
Bldg. & Grounds Meeting
12 – 04:30pm 
Deacon’s Meeting
12 – 06:00pm
Business Meeting
19 – 04:30pm
SS Leadership Training
25 – 07:30am  Finance Task Force Meeting

26 – 05:00pm  Nursery/Leadership Training
Basketball

A group of men (BBC & others) play basketball on Tuesdays at 7:30pm and on Saturdays at 7:30am…in the BBC Gym. 

Volleyball –Thursdays-6:30pm

Join us in the BBC Gym for a lively, fun game of volleyball.  

Sew It Goes, Saturdays--10AM

If you would like to learn to sew or can help us as we work on our mission projects, please meet with us at the church at 10:00 on Saturday, Feb. 4, and Saturday, Feb. 18.  If you have a particularly troublesome sewing problem, we will try to help with that also.  Join us.

  February Birthdays/Anniversaries
Mike Cohn 
02/02
Drew Thomas 
02/03

Dylan McMahen 
02/03

Jaci Crowe 
02/03

Gary/Betty Patterson  *
02/05

Leah Barbour
02/06

Jim Williams 
02/07

Christy Bennett 
02/07

Abby Carter 
02/08

Pierce Cabe 
02/08

Garrett Sentelle 
02/09

Amy Jones 
02/10

Hannah Carper 
02/10

Terry Gossom 
02/11

Will Asher 
02/11

Jaden Alexander 
02/11

Joyce Cook 
02/12

Gwen Wix 
02/12

David Wheeler 
02/12

Beatrice Mackey
02/17

Daryl Heveline 
02/17

Travis Witkowski
02/17

Eric Kuehnel 
02/17

Jessy Nethery 
02/18

Amy Nettle 
02/19

Jeshua Wolfe 
02/10

Doug Nettle 
02/21

List Kist 
02/21

Abagayl Cabe 
02/21

Suzanne Wyder 
02/22

Kristin Nettle 
02/22

Linda Veech 
02/23

Erin Witkowski 
02/26

Olivia Asher 
02/26

David Bennett 
02/29

Dell Schultze 
02/28

Billie Collins 
02/28

Kevin Woods 
02/28

Dustin Dillingham 
03/02

Betty Patterson
03/05

Patty Mason
03/05

* denotes anniversary

grow
(Life University, AWANA, Sunday School, Youth, Children’s Church, Students, Music/Worship, Bible Studies, Education Conferences)
See Life University Meal under SERVE – page 8
                                        
 Awana Children
    Wednesdays
   6:00 to 7:45pm
February  Schedule

01  – 
Crazy Sock Nite
08  – 
Regular Meeting
15  – 
Wear Red Night; Bring a friend & Celebrate Valentine’s day.
22  – 
Parent’s Night
29  --   Superhero / Princess Night

Wednesday Nights: Awana

Check out BBCLife.org for a complete list of dates and events happening in our Awana program or contact Brian Stivers, Awana Commander at brianstivers@att.net for more information!
AWANA Derby Workship 

Meet in the BBC Bus Garage
Saturday, February 25 at 1:00pm
Brian Stivers, Awana Commander, will be available to cutout your car using your car kit…if you do not have the tools available to cut your own. If you have your car kit from last year (bring it to use for the cutout); RSVP brianstivers@att.net or darlene@bbclife.org if you have a car kit.   
AWANA Derby Race—BBC Gym

Saturday, March 17 – Begins 12:00noon

Attendees and participants in the race must register. Pizza provided. See you at the race!  We are so excited to see all the creativity in the AWANA Derby Race.
Women’s Study

‘Monday Night Live” at 6:30pm

Meets on alternating Mondays 
(Feb. 6 &  20).  A study in Ephesians.
The Life of ‘David’ at 10:00am - Thursdays
Begins February 2nd, 2012 
They will study the life of David…a man after God’s own Heart. Have you ever felt lost or lonely or just downright depressed? Through the study of David, we will explore the highs and lows of being human and see the LOVE and Mercy of our Lord working through our daily lives. This is a 10-week study (they will break during Oldham County School Break).  If you are interested in exploring the heart of man (and woman), please sign up through the office or contact me at 502-222-2642 or email memewix@aol.com.  


     
    In Christ, Gwen Wix
Student Ministry

· February 3rd: Winter Jam


Winter Jam is a Christian concert held at Freedom Hall in Louisville, KY. We will meet at church at 5:00 on Friday the 3rd and return late in the evening. We will have students call when we leave Freedom Hall to let you know when to pick them up.  Each student will need a signed permission slip and $10 to buy a ticket at the door.  CD’s, food, and other merchandise will be for sale at the concert, but your child will only need the $10. Students must be signed up on the facebook page or on the signup sheet in the gym so that we can plan transportation. Students can bring friends, but they must be signed up and have a permission form. This is a student ministry event but there are several other adults and families going. You as a parent are welcome to come.   www.jamtour.com

· February 12th:  Camp Deposit

This summer the students will travel to Baghdad, KY to attend the Cedarmore location of Crossings Camps.  The dates for camp are June 17-21. The cost for camp is $200 per student for the first child and $185 for each additional child. A deposit of $25 for your child to go to camp is due on or before February 12th. We only have 40 spots reserved for camp so the deposit is the only way to secure your spot. I know it is hard to know all of your summer plans but encourage you to check these dates and give your deposit by the 12th.   www.crossingscamps.org
· February 24-25: 30 Hour Famine

The 30 hour famine is a discipleship event designed to help teach the need of hunger, poverty, and other social injustices by experiencing hunger for 30 hours. Students will be asked to eat lunch by Friday at noon and then to not eat again until Saturday at 6:00 pm. They are allowed to drink water and juice over the 30 hours. The students will meet at the gym at 8:00 pm on Friday and will stay together until Saturday at 6:00pm. During our time together there is a lot of teaching on social injustices and our role as Christians to respond to them. The students will spend a lot of time in silence reading the Scriptures and Praying.  We will also spend some time on Saturday doing a service project. On Saturday at 6pm students will meet their families in the fellowship hall for a meal to culminate the 30 hour fast.  The cost is free, but we ask that each student understand that this event requires a great level of maturity.  Students must sign up to attend by February 15th.

Share,


Greg Schwab, Youth Minister
BBC Kids Kingdom
There are so many exciting things happening across the board in our BBC Kids Department! You’ll want to get your calendar out and mark the date of these wonderful ministry events for you and your family!

FEBRUARY 2012 Calendar
· February 1: CentriKid Camp Deposit

All children 3rd- 5th grade who are attending CentriKid Camp this summer need to have turned in their registration forms and their $50 deposit. Your registration form guarantees your spot for camp. CentriKid is June 14-16 in Campbellsville, KY. If you have any questions about camp, please see me or call the church office.

· February 4: VBS Worship
On February 4, several of our people will be attending a VBS workshop to begin preparing for VBS 2012, IncrediWorld Amazement Park. VBS is tentatively scheduled for July 15-19 with Family Night on July 20. Begin praying about where God would have you serve in VBS this year, and stay tuned in the upcoming months for more information about Vacation Bible School 2012!

· February 12: Christian Class Social
The “I’m a Christian Now!” Discipleship class has 13 children enrolled. We meet Sunday mornings at 9:30 in Fellowship Hall. We will have a fellowship on Sunday, February 12 in the FLC at 12:00pm. Parents must fill out a permission slip for your student to participate in this event. The last class is scheduled for February 26, and graduation will be in March.
· Sunday Mornings: 
Each week in Discovery Club, our students are studying the Play and Worship Curriculum that sets the foundations of the Bible for our Preschoolers. Kid’z Zone is studying Holy Week with The Jerusalem Experience. This exciting series is teaching our Kindergarten through 2nd graders about Ancient Israel, the Temple, and the sites, sounds, and smells of Jerusalem during the last week of Jesus’ life. Our children are learning how the Ancient Jewish Traditions were fulfilled through Christ’s death and resurrection. You won’t want your child to miss Kid’z Zone this month!!!
· Children’s Workers Training:             

In the month of February, be on the lookout for information about Children’s Workers Training for Nursery and Children’s workers. If you are interested in helping in Awana, Discovery Club, Kid’z Zone, or Sunday School, please call the church office at 502-222-9165.


In Christ, Elizabeth J. Horne
 
Children’s Minister
Prayer Closet

In November, we are thankful.  In December, we pray for Peace and good will to all.  In February, our thoughts turn to Love.  Most times it is the love for another human being.  God said "I love you silly humans so much I will send you a Redeemer.  Someone who will go the extra mile for you.  In fact Someone who will even die for you."   Our we Thankful?  Do we have Peace and Good Will toward others?  Do we love even when the person is silly and acting unlovable?  1 John 3:18  "Dear Children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth."  Do your actions speak of Love, Thankfulness, Peace and Good Will  toward all?  If not, it is never too late to surrender yourself completely to the LORD and become someone that God will be proud to say, "THAT'S MY CHILD."    

 


In Christ, 

Gwen Wix 
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Dear church family,

I am excited to announce a special worship experience this month. Sunday morning, February 26, Ballardsville Baptist Church will have as musical guests, my friends, Bo and Danielle Warren. The Warrens, as a husband & wife christian musical duo, have been guests in churches across the nation for several years. They will share their dynamic gifts and testimony with us. The Warrens perform concerts, speak on the subject of corporate worship, and advise and aid musicians in the churches where they attend / worship.  They have released several Christian music albums, and I am greatly anticipating this opportunity for God to speak to us through the extraordinary special music that the Warrens will present. I hope you do, as well!

Neal Green


Worship Minister
serve
(healthcare, hospitality, greeters, library, baptismal, building & grounds, maintenance/repair, audio/ video booth)

Health Ministry

· Blood Pressure Checks, Sunday–Feb. 3rd
· Blood Drive–Monday, Feb. 6 

2:00 to 7:00pm  
Give the gift of Life!  We need 35 viable units of blood this month.  Chili will be served at the Blood Drive to all doners.  
See a health ministry team member Sunday, Feb. 1 (in the foyer) to make your reservation. 
February Menu  Wednesdays 5:00PM
Just prior to Life University & AWANA
01: 
Soft Tacos, Beef Nachos, or Nachos & Cheese, Fiesta Cheesy Rice, Corn, Beans

08: 
Breakfast Casserole, Hashbrown Casserole, Biscuits & Gravy, Baked Apples, Breakfast Meat TBD
15: 
Chili & all the fixins’, Baked Potato Bar w/ all the fixins’, Hot Dogs
22: 
Chicken Casserole, Green Beans, Rice, Salad, Fruit

29: 
Fish, Mac & Cheese, Corn, Cole Slaw, Pineapple, Hushpuppies

go

(Missions – Oneida,  Baptist Builders, Honduras, Haiti, Infant Child Resource Center, Wayside Christian Mission, Divine Deliveries, Mud Creek, Repair Affair, Green Valley).
Women on Mission 
Tues—February 7 at 10am 

Women of all ages are invited to join us as we lift our prayers for our missionaries and learn how we can do our part to spread the word of Christ's love for the entire world.  We will share a potluck luncheon with staff members after our meeting.  We hope you can be there!
 

WAYSIDE MISSION
Serving the meal on Saturday, Feb. 25th
Serving the homeless at Wayside in downtown Louisville. Anyone willing to be a part of this mission, please contact Ted Billings  at #502-845-9150, or see Ted on Sundays! 
MISSION TRIP TO HONDURAS

This team of 15-30 people will build churches and homes for the Honduran people and work with local Christians to conduct Vacation Bible School camps. The team will depart on February 5th and return on February 17th.  There will be a Honduras Mission Team Sharing on Sunday, March 4th at 6:00pm. 
AWANA Kids


The Grand Prix


is getting close to the finish line... mark your calendar for 


March 19th at 1:00 PM
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outreach during this special time.  For 21 days, beginning on March 27, each of us will be asked to give something up as a fast as we pray and read the Scriptures on behalf of reaching our friends and family for Jesus. As a part of the fast, we will commit to reading one chapter a day from the Gospel of John as we pray for the salvation of those God wants us to reach.  At the end of the 21-day prayer and fast, we want you to present your friend with a copy of the Gospel of John and Romans, share your spiritual concern with them, and invite them to come to church with you on April 17.


 


April 17 is our high attendance day for both Sunday school and church. We want you to bring your three friends with you to Sunday school and church that day. April 17 is also Palm Sunday and many people will       naturally come to church with you during this time of year. Our hope is that not only will you have opportunity to see your friends saved either through your witness or in church on April 17, but that they would also return with you on Resurrection morning. I will be speaking about Find it Here as it quickly approaches. Please begin praying and asking our miracle-working God for a Miracle.


 


                        Pastor Tony





Are we reaching our community.  Are we encouraging one another? Are we equipping?Are we training? Are we          making disciples? So much of what determines our effectiveness as a church depends on each individual member doing his or her own part, submitting their lives to the Lord’s will, and serving one another to make this the best church it can be. So  now that things are going well, let’s work even harder, let’s go even further out of our way, let’s do what no one else will do, let’s be what no one else will be in order to serve one another and make disciples of all nations.


 


Resurrection Day is coming…


As we approach Resurrection Day this year, it is important for us to begin praying about how God would use each of us in the lives of our family, friends, and church. Easter is always an exciting time of year and many people who are not otherwise are more included to consider spiritual pursuits. As a church this year,  we want to coordinate our efforts to invite our friends and family to church with a season of         corporate prayer, Bible reading, and a special day for high attendance. We will call this time of special emphasis Find it Here.  It will be different than our Find it Here efforts last year.


 


As a church, we want each of us to identify three people who we will make the focus of our prayer and evangelistic         
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